Toward Fulfilling the Aspirational Goal of Science as Self-Correcting: A Call for Editorial Courage and Diligence for Error Correction.
The Self-Correction Norm. Science is often described as 'self-correcting'. Correction of scientific errors is vital, but it does not occur spontaneously. Rather, correction depends on individual scientists behaving in accordance with the self-correction norm (1). Some authors have suggested that failure to correct certain errors be considered scientific misconduct (2). But when serious errors are found, our experience suggests that corrections are not always expeditious, thorough, clear, and open. Herein, we address journals' distinctive roles in correcting peer-reviewed scientific literature. The scientific community needs key individuals, including journal editors, to facilitate the correction process and to adjudicate disagreements in the field.